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What  is  a  Spontaneous  
Event  Collection?	


	
  



A  collection  on  a  specific  recent  or  
ongoing  event	




How  do  we  decide  
what  to  capture?  	




Seed  URL  Nominations	

News  Sites  and  Stories	




Seed  URL  Nominations	

Social  Media  and  Blogs    	




Seed  URL  Nominations	

Institutional  Websites	




How  often  do  we  
crawl?  	




Crawl  as  early  as  possible  	




Follow  up  crawls  as  event  progresses	




Who  can  see  the  
archived  collections?	




Collections  are  publicly  available	




A  brief  history  of  
Archive-­‐‑It  and  

Spontaneous  Event  
Collections  	




	
  
Virginia  Tech  Shootings    

  April  16th,  2007  
	




Included  in  Institution’s  Archive	




Crisis,  Tragedy,  and  Recovery  Network	




Georgia  and  Russia  Conflict,  2008	




Georgia  and  Russia  Conflict,  2008	




Japan  Earthquake	




Japan  Disaster  	




Japan  Disaster  Archive  	




Evolving  Spontaneous  
Event  Collections  	




Jasmine  Revolution,  North  
Africa  and  the  Middle  East  	




Crowd  Sourced  
Collections  	




	
  Crowd  Sourced  Collections  	


•  Hai%	
  Earthquake	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  132	
  Websites,	
  1.7	
  TB	
  

•  Occupy	
  Movement	
   	
   	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  955	
  Websites,	
  906	
  GB	
  

•  Nelson	
  Mandela 	
   	
   	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  62	
  Websites,	
  339	
  GB	
  

•  DOMA	
  /	
  Proposi%on	
  8	
  	
   	
  	
  -­‐	
  128	
  Websites,	
  1.0	
  TB	
  	
  

•  Boston	
  Marathon	
  Bombing	
  -­‐	
  286	
  websites,	
  	
  1.4	
  TB	
  



Metadata  	




Spring  2013  Protests  in  
Turkey	




Spring  2013  Protests  in  
Turkey	




Public  Seed  Nomination  
Process  	




Where  are  we  currently?	


•  Ad  Hoc  process	

•  Curators  and  subject  ma\er  experts  vary  
for  different  events  	


•  Circumstances  surrounding  these  events  
can  make  it  difficult  for  curators  to  act  
quickly  to  submit  seed  nominations  	




Moving  forward,  How  
can  we  improve?    	


•  Which  events?  	

•  Ability  to  act  quickly	

•  Where  does  content  come  from?	

•  Community  of  subject  area  experts  	

•  Collaboration	

•  Scoping,  frequency  and  duration	

•  How  do  we  promote  collections?	

•  How  will  the  content  be  used?    	

	




Call  to  Action!  	


What  can  you  do?  	




Sylvie  Rollason-­‐‑Cass  	

Internet  Archive	


Sylvie@archive.org  	



